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Jacqueline from Red Dear Alberta is trying to figure out how to close up her chimney between periods
of using the fireplace, given that her damper is burned out and very difficult to replace.

There are dampers that go on the top of the chimney and are pulled tight and opened by way of a
chain that comes all the way down into the fireplace.  Often chimney sweeps can install these for you.

There are many variations on this idea of closing off the chimney at the top but most snow country
chimney specialists will try to discourage you from using them because they tend to freeze up, locking
down your fireplace just when you want to use it.  For some design reason, the Lock-Top Damper
seems to be the only one that actually is reliable under icy conditions -- at least I have received no
complaints at all -- so this is one time that you really do want a brand name and no substitutes.  If
someone has brought out one that they think is better, let me know and we can test it. The Lock-Top
web site will help you to locate where you can get it: www.LockTop.com
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